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London Councils

Local Government Association

NRPF Network

Thangam Debbonaire MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Housing

18 June 2020
Dear Chief Executive and Council Leader/Mayor

Re: Support for homeless people, including those with no recourse to public
funds (NRPF), during and after the Covid-19 pandemic

We are writing to urge your local authority to commit to providing ongoing shelter and
support to all those experiencing or at risk of homelessness during and after the
Covid-19 pandemic, and to do so regardless of immigration status.

We are also asking you to join us in publicly calling on the government to end the ‘no
recourse to public funds’ (NRPF) regime, which exposes many people living in the
UK to destitution, including rough sleeping.

We recognise that councils are operating under extremely challenging conditions
due to the pandemic. We are also aware that a decade of austerity, combined with a
loss of revenue as a result of lockdown’ measures, has placed local-authority
budgets under severe strain.

It is clear that central government has not provided sufficient funding to local
authorities to support homeless people during this crisis. This has been compounded
by the failure of MHCLG to provide guidance on what legal powers councils should
use to support those who would not normally be eligible for assistance. The NRPF
condition, which restricts some migrants’ access to welfare benefits, has placed the
burden of supporting such people on overstretched local authorities.?*

As a result, and despite the efforts of some councils, many homeless people,
particularly those with NRPF, remain without shelter during this pandemic. Others
have experienced unacceptable ‘gatekeeping’ or have received inadequate support

1See e.g. https://www.thequardian.com/world/2020/may/26/london-mayor-rough-sleeper-
funding-run-out-sadig-khan-homeless-hotels
https://www.londoncouncils.gov.uk/press-release/15-may-2020/london-boroughs-call-

% E2%80%98urgent-clarity%E2%80%99-rough-sleeping-next-steps
https://twitter.com/lewishamlabour/status/1252926759806414848
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once accommodated.? Some people with insecure immigration status have been told
by councils that their information may be shared with the Home Office for
immigration-enforcement purposes.

As lockdown measures are eased, we are extremely concerned that some homeless
people, particularly those with NRPF, may be evicted from council-provided
accommodation and be forced to return to destitution. This would be a moral,
humanitarian and public health catastrophe, especially given that many shelters will
be unable to reopen due to ongoing social distancing requirements.

As you will be aware, the homelessness minister recently confirmed that the legal
position on support for people with NRPF ‘has not changed’, suggesting that councils
should make use of ‘voluntary repatriation’.3 We are deeply concerned by these
announcements.

Nobody should be forced to sleep rough, regardless of their immigration
status. Nobody should be forced to leave the country they call ‘home’.

In light of the above, we are asking your local authority to take the following steps:

1. Commit to continuing to support everybody who is, or is at risk of, sleeping rough,
and to do so regardless of immigration status. This commitment must include
assurances that nobody will be evicted from temporary accommodation provided
through the pandemic response unless and until suitable long-term housing has
been found for them.

2. Urgently and publicly advocate to central government for the removal of all NRPF
restrictions, including those that apply to undocumented migrants and EEA citizens
without a qualifying right to reside, to ensure that everyone can access shelter and
meet their basic needs during and after the Covid-19 pandemic.

3. Provide assurances that homeless people’s data will never be shared with the
Home Office without their informed consent and that nobody will be offered
‘voluntary return’ or ‘reconnection’ to their country of origin as a ‘single service offer’.

We are grateful to those local authorities who have already signalled their wish to
ensure that nobody is forced to return to the street. However, in these extraordinary

2 Jolly, A., Sojka, B., Dickson, E., Qureshi, F., Stamp, D., Morgan, B. (2020) Local Authority
Responses to people with NRPF during the pandemic: Interim project findings briefing. ICRD,
Wolverhampton

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/341651441 Local Authority Responses to people with 'N
0 _Recourse to Public_Funds' during the pandemic Interim_project findings_briefing
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https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/homeless-migrants-may-be-offered-voluntary-
repatriation-once-hotels-close-says-minister-66389
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circumstances, further efforts are required to uphold everybody’s right to shelter,
regardless of immigration status.

We look forward to hearing from you and to continuing to work with you around this
issue. Please send your response to advocacy@ haringeymsc.org

Yours faithfully,
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